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HERA welcomes the Green Home Loans for Energy 

Efficient Buildings… 
 

 

 

The federal government’s Clean Energy Finance Corporation (CEFC) is investing up to $60 

million in a green home loan program launched  in partnership with Bank of Australia. The 

discounted home loans will be available for builders and home buyers that commit to 

constructing new homes with a minimum 7-star energy rating. 

 

The Bank Australia Clean Energy Home Loan will offer a discount of 0.4% on interest rates for borrowers who can commit to 

investing in energy efficiency measures for their new homes. The discounted interest rate would apply for up to five years to 

mortgages below $1.5 million. 

 

Borrowers will need to achieve a minimum of 7-stars under the Nationwide House Energy Rating Scheme (NatHERS), which 

rates the energy efficiency of a home based on its design. Homes built to this rating require less energy for heating and cooling. 

 

7-Stars exceeds the minimum standards of the National Construction Code. A six-star rating is the minimum standard in most 

states and territories.  

 

HERA commends Bank Australia & CEFC on bringing such a product to the Australian home loan market.  This is a great incentive 

to new home buyers who have in the past been scared off from energy efficient design measures based on the perceived 

cost.  Climate change is in the forefront of everyone’s mind, people’s attitudes HAVE changed toward energy efficiency & are 

trying to do their bit in reducing Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions, of which over 20% can be attributed to heating & cooling 

our homes.   

 

The greatest benefit of these loans is that homeowners will be able to contribute to a more sustainable future, reducing your 

environmental impact. Offering financial incentives to new home buyers will encourage them to be more aware of the sustainable 

design principles they should include in their new home.  

 

HERA CEO Paul Kearney said consumers are becoming more and more aware of environmental impact concerns and many are 

taking steps to ensure their footprint has the least amount of impact.    

 

“Offering financial incentives to new home buyers will encourage them to be more aware of the sustainable design principles they 

should include in their new home,” Mr Kearney said.  

 

The team at HERA see this as an opportunity for NatHERS accredited House Energy Rating Assessors to become more involved 

at the planning stages of new homes. This would assist with design principles, aiding Architects, Designers, Builders and 

homeowners achieve the thermal properties necessary to achieve a 7- star rating. 

 

NatHERS Accredited Assessors are professionally recognised energy assessors who are qualified in conducting house energy 

ratings using NatHERS Accredited Software. They follow an Assessor Code of Practice and are provided ongoing support and 

guidance to ensure they provide high standards of quality and service delivery. 

 

The House Energy Raters Association accredits NatHERS assessors & advocates the use of professional accredited assessors 

when getting a home’s energy rating determined. For more information, please visit www.hera.asn.au   
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